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No single expedition to the Alaskan coast has ever made more important and valuable contributions to the world's knowledge of that region. In the same year in which Mr. Harriman made
the trip to Alaska, he formed a syndicate for the reorganization of the Chicago & Alton Railroad Company; but Inasmuch as this transaction afterward became the subject of an exhaustive investigation by the Interstate Commerce Commission, and was widely misrepresented and generally condemned, both by the Commission and by the public, it: seems best to defer consideration of it until the work and the criticisms can be presented together in a later chapter,1
1 See vol. n, chapters xxvn. xxvm*